




Ensure cattle are kept within 
well-maintained, secure fences that limit 
exposure to hunting areas or places where 
shooting may occur. 

Use sturdy, high fences whenever possible to 
deter unwanted access to cattle enclosures.

Birdshot and Buckshot 
Preventive Measures

Proper Fencing and 
Enclosures

Education and 
Communication

Establish clear boundaries for hunting 
activities to deter access to areas occupied by 
cattle.

Display clear signs on property lines warning 
hunters about the presence of cattle.

Educate workers, neighbours and local 
hunters about risks of firearm use near cattle 
and foster communication to minimize risks 
and prevent accidents involving livestock.

Regular Health 
Checks

Routinely inspect cattle for any injuries 
from birdshot or buckshot.



Firearms and air guns are sometimes used in cattle production for tasks 
such as humane euthanasia, pest control or predator management. 
However, they can pose significant safety risks to people, livestock and 
property if not handled, stored and used responsibly.

Safe On-Farm Use of Firearms

Legal Compliance

Ensure all firearms and ammunition are registered according to 
national and provincial regulations.

Only licensed individuals should possess or use firearms.

Understand and comply with restrictions on air guns (they may 
be regulated differently).

Storage and Security

Store all firearms and ammunition in a locked cabinet or gun safe 
and keep keys or access codes in the hands of authorized 
personnel only.

Keep detailed records of firearms use, maintenance and any 
incidents involving firearms or air guns.

Designate a firearm safety officer or responsible individual.

Provide regular firearm safety training to all staff with access.

Use Around Cattle

Never discharge firearms near cattle unless necessary 
(e.g. emergency euthanasia).

Use non-lead ammunition when possible.

Avoid using firearms or air guns in areas where cattle are present 
– fragments or noise may cause stress, injury or contamination.

Consider zone of fire when using firearms and treat every shot 
as having the potential to travel and spread.


