CALVING DECISION TREE
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Stage 1 Labour

Restlessness o Swollen udder
Tail switching « Higher tailhead
Crooked tail (disappearing
Licking side pelvic ligaments)
L |
Isolation from herd © -9°%¢ YUV
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Reassess within an hour

When should

you call the vet?

/Normal presentation\
Calf born

naturally

=
Signs of Distress \

o Straining without progress for greater than 30 mins.

Y

o Cycles with no progress (grazing between pushes, get-

v

Stage 2 Labour

e Water bag out e Feet out

> ting up to see if calf is born)
 No progress past restlessness for 6 hours
* Bloody discharge from rectum

S Abnormal presentation ]

2

Assess for dilation and intervention
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Normal |[ Normal leg Head Uterine ||Deformed
Not anterior || posterior|| | qck back Head Upside || Breech torsion (loating
fully position || position || (can feel || (feel both only Twins down | {bum * fail || (corkscrew || organs,
dilated (2 front feet|| (2 hind || one foot) feet, head || (no feet) (hooves up) only) tissue blocks|| extra limbs,
L +head) || feet + tail) back) calf access) etc.)
[ |

Reassess

hour

(check for multiples)

Experienced
producer

Inexperienced
Pull calf producer

Call the veterinarian
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BEEF CATTLE RESEARCH COUNCIL Scan for Video

Attempt to reposition calf
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to normal anterior or
normal posterior position
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Scan for more
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